Luke 5:1-11    “The Lord is Here!”

By Rev Robert Denham                         15th May 2011
Do you like crowds? Some people love them, some hate them. For Jesus, it appeared that wherever he went, the crowds gathered.
Two weeks ago, in Luke 4:16-30, we heard that a crowd in Nazareth tried to kill him. Last week in Luke 4:31-44, a crowd gathered at Simon’s house in Capernaum where Jesus healed the sick and cast out demons. This week, in Luke 5:1-11 they crowded him on the shoreline. Instead of wanting death or healing, this crowd want to hear God’s word.
In Luke 1:1-4, Luke states he was writing a very orderly and correct account for Theophilus, a Roman official. His research shows. Luke calls the Sea of Galilee “Lake Gennesaret”. Gennesaret is the name of the area south of Capernaum. A Jewish historian for the Romans named Josephus refers to it as the Lake of Gennesar, so it is possible that Luke used a name which was more recognisable for the Roman Theophilus and by a wider audience than the Jews.
And, unlike Matthew, Mark and John, who use the term “sea” for this body of water, Luke always uses a special word for Lake. Our English Bibles translate sea as sea or lake, so we do not pick up Luke’s specific point. The 3 times he uses the word for sea in Luke, is when quoting Jesus, and they refer to any sea. In Acts, Luke uses the word “sea” to refer to the Red Sea, the Mediterranean and the Adriatic. Lake Galilee is totally land-locked. 
Meanwhile, down on the lake shore, it is getting crowded. So we are told in verse 2 that instead of staying on land, Jesus has spotted 2 beached fishing boats. The fishermen were nearby, cleaning their nets. Simon owned one of the boats. It was his mother-in-law that Jesus cured not far from there, in Capernaum. His friendship with Simon was now at a point where Jesus could jump into Simon’s boat without him coming to yell at him. Simon came to this man he admired and respected, and Jesus asked him to take the boat a bit out from the shore. Jesus wouldn’t lay hands on the people to heal them today. Verse 1 says the crowd was there to hear the word of God, the message from God about what God was now doing. 
When the boat was out far enough, verse 3 says that Jesus was ready to teach, so he took up the position of a teacher by sitting down in the boat, just as teachers always sat in the synagogue to teach.

Luke does not share with us the content of that day’s teaching. We only have the one-line summary, that he taught the word of God, which matches the summary he gave at the end of chapter 4 that he had to proclaim the good news of the Kingdom of God.
Instead of his relationship with the crowds this day, Luke concentrates on the way that Jesus deals with Simon. He has already healed his mother-in-law from a fever. He has stayed at his house. He has borrowed his boat to teach from. and now, as the crowd begins to disperse, Jesus tells him to “Put out into the deep water and let down your nets for a catch”. In saying that, Jesus lets on that there was at least another person in the boat along with Peter and him, for he uses plural words and verbs, not just to Peter. We know from Matthew and Mark that Andrew, Simon’s brother was also in the boat with them, but Luke focuses on Simon’s responses.
Simon begins to respond the way that most "tradies" would answer you when you try to tell them how to do their job. He does not call Jesus mate or buddy, but he uses a term which is not Lord or Sir, but still implies respect, not quite a TAFE teacher or boss, but “master” is how it is usually translated. Here the angst, yet also the respect. “Master, we have worked all night long but have caught nothing. Yet if you say so, I will let down the nets.”

Here is the teacher. Here is the healer. Here is the one whom Peter really respects and is now calling on Peter to trust him, even when it’s not a spiritual matter, but a practical matter in which Peter is usually the expert. He could have put his anchor down and said “Listen buddy, YOU stick to religion… I’LL do the fishing!” But he did not. He trusted him.
Listen to the response in verses 6-7 When they had done this, they caught so many fish that their nets were beginning to break. So they signalled their partners in the other boat to come and hep them. and they came and filled both boats, so that they began to sink.

An amazing outcome! They had fished all night for nothing, but after doing what Jesus said, they almost sank their boats with so many fish.

They were all amazed. They were staggered. Peter fell on his knees in front of Jesus, pleading with him to leave him alone. Why? Peter was so unworthy. He was a sinner, and he realised that the one before him was so special. He now called him Lord. Did he mean Lord as in God? Or did he mean Lord as in Sir… we may never know in this life, but certainly his response was to realise the quality of the one standing before him, who could command disease and it fled. He could command demons and they fled. He could control the fish of the sea. Peter knew this man was so special. Peter didn’t feel worthy of being near him.
But Jesus wanted Peter. He said “Don’t be afraid. From now on you will be catching people.” and the response is that all the fishermen in those two overladen boats, including James and John the sons of Zebedee, pulled their boats onto the shore, then left everything and followed Jesus as his disciples.
Luke does not say what happened to the fish. However, that was not the important part. What was important was that Jesus had so amazed these men that they actually left their jobs, their homes, their families to follow Jesus. They knew he was worth the cost. They had listened to his teaching. They knew his abilities. They were in on the ground floor. They were ready to learn from him and became rather like his apprentices. He would teach them to catch people for God.

The people in Nazareth, as we saw 2 weeks ago, wanted Jesus to impress them. They weren’t sure he could do it, and they eventually wanted him dead. The crowds wanted the healing and the teaching. The fishermen were called to follow and learn. 

We too are called to follow and learn from our Lord. We do not all have to leave everything to wander around after him, but he wants us to trust him just as Simon did. 
Do you? If you do not, will you? If you do, will you keep trusting him? 
