1. What we were:

Adopted sons.

Adopted sons.

(Galatians 3:26-4:7)
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Gal 4:3/c.f. Rom 8:15a

We were under slavery.

Gal 4:3/c.f. Rom 8:15a

We were under slavery.

“We begin as children and drift into being orphans.”

2. Who we are.

1. What we were:

Gal 4:4-5/Rom 8:15b/Eph 1:5

“We begin as children and drift into being orphans.”

2. Who we are.

Gal 4:4-5/Rom 8:15b/Eph 1:5

To be right with God the judge is a good thing,

To be right with God the judge is a good thing,

but to be loved and cared for by God, the Father is greater. J. I. Packer.
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Adoption texts

Adoption texts

Romans 8:15.

Romans 8:15.

For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear.
Instead, you received the Spirit of adoption, by whom we cry
out, “Abba, Father!”
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Galatians 4:3-5.

Galatians 4:3-5.

when we were children, were in slavery under the elements of the
world. 4 When the time came to completion, God sent his Son,
born of a woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem those under
the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons.
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Ephesians 1:3-6

Ephesians 1:3-6

3 Blessed is the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has
blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavens in Christ.
4 For he chose us in him, before the foundation of the world, to
be holy and blameless in love before him. 5 He predestined us to
be adopted as sons through Jesus Christ for himself, according
to the good pleasure of his will, 6 to the praise of his glorious
grace that he lavished on us in the Beloved One.
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